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How I spend my  
winter holidays 

 
My winter holidays were pretty 

good. 29th and 30th of December, I had 

the house to help clean up the house. 31st 

day of December, I woke up early and 

immediately began to help prepare for 

the New Year. New Year's Eve, I went to 

bed early, as I have already mentioned 

that I woke up early, and I woke up on 

January  1.  After  that,  my  family  and  I  

had a very fun time. We were at the 

bowling alley, walking together, laughed 

a lot. At Christmas, we gather as a fami-

ly, along with all our relatives. We had a 

great time. I want to say that I spent my 

winter vacation a lot of fun and very in-

teresting. I look forward to next holi-

days!! 
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The week of foreign languages 
 

      The week of foreign languages was held in our 
gymnasium in January.   The pupils took active part 
in the exciting contests during the lessons and after 
them. For example, interesting quizzes, tests, recit-
ing poems in English, French and German. All pu-
pils were involved in these competitions. Some pu-
pils painted beautiful wall-papers to decorate our 
assembly-hall. At the beginning of this week the 
parade was held. The pupils sang the song: “We All 
Live in the City of Kyiv” 
In the city where I was born 
There are a lot of chestnut trees. 
It is famous for the river 
It’s been standing for centuries. 
You can see a lot of churches 
In the city where I was born. 
It was founded by three brothers 
And their sister as you know. 
 Refrain: ( We all live in the /city of Kyiv/ 3 times ) 
2 times 
In the 8-th – 12-th centuries 
Kyiv was the heart of Rus. 
It is said to be the greatest 
Capital city – say different books. 
Refrain 
As we live in the city 
Which is old  
At the same time young 
And it has a lot of sights 
That in the songs by us are sung. 
 Refrain 
  We all live in the city of Kyiv 
  Where my gymnasium  
“Erudite” was born. 
  It is our second home. 
  It’s like a ship 
  On board of which 
  We’re sailing. 

  Hello, my friends! 
  Hi, everyone! 
  We’re waving! 
     Then a very interesting story about the gymnasi-
um “Erudite” was told by the pupils. 
     “For a long time we have been successfully sail-
ing on board the ship “Erudite” furrowing the deep 
waters of knowledge. 
     We have been learning three foreign languages – 
German, French and, of course, English. 
    The winged words “How many languages you 
know, so many times you are a person” have be-
come a real motto for us. 
Moreover,  we  try  to  know  as  much  as  possible  
about the countries the languages of which we’re 
learning. 
     Therefore we started to travel around the world 
storing knowledge about culture and traditions, cap-
itals and people. 

    For sure everybody is interested in the fact how we 
manage to make such a successful voyage, where the 
secret of our progress is. 
    The answer is quite simple – we have a good cap-
tain! 
    Alexander Mykhailovych Perekheida is a very pat-
riotic person.  
   His tireless work combines broad ideas of excellent 

teaching and rich 
personal experi-
ence.  
   The light is on 
till late hours in 
his study.  
By  the  way,  our  
captain gives his 
best regards to 
us. His helpers 
want to transmit 
his order just 
now: 
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  Good-afternoon, passengers!  
On behalf of Alexander Mykhailovych we wel-
come you on board the ship “Erudite”.  
We are bound for the country of knowledge.  
The sailing time will be eight months a year. 
Our average sailing speed will be nine 
lessons a day. 
The “Safety-on-Board” Pamphlet is in 
our ship library. 
Now please fasten your seat belts and 
refrain from doing tricks.  
Listen to the teachers and learn every-
thing you are given.  
We hope you enjoy your voyage!  
We wish you excellent marks!” 
Also the children recited the poems. 
1. The ship “Erudite” is sailing,                                  
Our flag is proudly waving!                                      
 We are eager to visit new lands,                               
 We are glad to meet new friends!   
2.   We are not afraid of adventures, 
We don’t like to stay in one place, 
To discover, to learn – our nature, 
We are always in a tireless race! 
3. We have travelled about Europe,                     
 We have been to the heart of France,                   
 In addition, the Foggy Albion –                                   
It was our unbelievable chance!                         
 4.  The ship “Erudite” goes on sailing, 
 We are happy to be on board, 

 Our crew is the tireless travellers, 
 We are the children, we are the world! 
         At the end of the parade the pupils sang the 
song: “We are the World”.                  
                               Zhubynska   M. I. 



 

 

A letter to Santa Claus 

         Hi Santa, this year, my behavior and my stud-

ies were not bad! I would like to ask you, Santa, that 

in the New Year it was all good! Especially for me 

and all my family and 

friends! So there! I 

would like to see in the 

New Year's Eve, my 

family and I gathered 

around one big table! 

All  the same, as usual,  we will  celebrate it  in Kiev. 

This is good because a lot will be laugh and fun! 

And I sincerely hope that everyone will celebrate 

the New Year, as he wants! Good luck to all in the 

New Year 2013! Goodbye, 2012, for all of us re-

member you very vivid memories! 

Thank you for what you have 

been! Now we shall see, not in 

2012 but in 2013! Good luck! 

Oleksiy   Pereghonchuk,7 form 
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Winter holidays 
   Everybody loves holidays because during our 

holidays we have a rest and a lot of free time. We 

can sleep and stay up as long as we want to and 

don’t need to worry about getting up late to school 

in the morning. 

Winter is my favourite season of the year. Togeth-

er with my friends we always make a snowman, 

throw snowballs at each other and go sledging. As 

for skiing, I usually do it with my father. He is also 

fond of skiing. Another important reason why I 

love winter holidays is the celebration of Christ-

mas and New Year.  

These holidays are my favourite. All shops and 

supermarkets are decorated. You always can hear 

Christmas and New Year songs at New Year time. 

It also sets the atmosphere of holidays. Of course, I 

also  like  the  New  Year  presents  that  my  parents  

and  friends  prepare  for  me.  But  most  of  all  I  like  

the  moment  on  the  31st  of  December  when  the  

clock  brake  12  and  all  the  family  gathers  together  

around the celebration table. 

                           Yaroshenko Anastasiya, 7 form 

ENGLISH PAGE 

      How I spent my winter holydays 
I spent my winter holydays well. I watched TV, 

played computer, worked with my project works, did 

my lessons and walked in the street. There were 

many interesting programs on the TV. Especially 

good was New Year I with my friend walked in the 

street, we sledged, but I went to bed just at 10 

o’clock at night because I was so tired because I got 

up early. I with my 

family were at the 

guests we celebrat-

ed New Year and 

Christmas there. I 

played   hide and 

Seek. My little sis-

ter likes to go to my fathers and mothers friends.       
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Interesting facts about New Year 
New Year is the oldest of all holidays, as it was 

first observed in ancient Babylon as many as 4000 

years ago. 

Celebrating New Year on January 1 is purely 

arbitrary, as neither it has agricultural significance 

nor  astronomical.  Many  countries  still  celebrate  it  

in spring, the season of rebirth of new crops. 

The Roman senate declared January 1 as the New 

Year in 153 BC. Though even this date saw major 

tampering, it was Julius Caesar who again declared 

January 1 in Julian calendar as the New Year, in 46 

BC. 

The first month of the year i.e. 

January has been named after 

God Janus (Latin word for 

door),  in  the  Roman  calendar.  

Janus is the God with two 

faces, one looking backwards 

and one forward, at the same time and marks the 

‘spirit of the opening’ 

The Romans began a tradition of exchanging gifts 

on New Year's Eve, by giving one another 

branches  from  sacred  trees,  for  good  fortune.  The  

gift phenomenon is prevalent from those times, till 

date. 

January 1 was revived as New Year in 1582, by the 

Gregorian calendar and so celebrated by most of 

the countries till date. 

New Year is celebrated like a festival throughout 

the world and everyone around is in festive mood, 

partying, singing and dancing to ring out the old 

year and ring in the new. 

In  Britain,  when  the  Big  Ben  clocks  strikes  12,  

everyone gathers around to sing ‘Auld Lang Syne’, 

a Scottish song. It  was written by Robert  Burns in 

the 1700's, literally meaning "old long ago," or 

simply, "the good old days", to remember old and 

new friends. 

It was once believed that the first visitor on New 

Year's Day would bring either good luck or bad 

luck for the rest of the year, depending on who he/

she was. 

Many cultures believe that anything given or taken 

on  New Year,  in  the  shape  of  a  ring  is  good luck,  

because it symbolizes "coming full circle". 

Many  parts  of  the  U.S.  celebrate  

New Year by consuming black-eyed 

peas  and  other  legumes,  as  it  has  

been considered good luck in many 

cultures. 

The tradition of making New Year 

resolution dates back to the early 

Babylonians. 

Traditionally, it was thought that people could alter 

the luck they would have throughout the coming 

year by what they did or ate on the first day of the 

year. It has, therefore, become important to 

celebrate first day of the New Year in the company 

of family and friends. 

The  Spanish  ritual  on  New  Year's  eve  is  to  eat  

twelve grapes at midnight. The tradition is meant 

to secure twelve happy months in the coming year. 

Noisemaking and fireworks on New Year's Eve is 

believed to have originated in ancient times, when 

noise and fire were thought to dispel evil spirits 

and bring good luck. 

                            Gorskyi Kostya, 7 form  
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Christmas the feast of Christ's birth was at first cel-

ebrated in the East on 6 January, together with the 

feast of Epiphany. Later, in the mid-4th century, it 

was established by the Roman Catholic church as a 

separate feast and was celebrated on 25 December 

according to the Julian calendar. With the intro-

duction of the Christianity into Ukraine in the 10th 

century Christmas 

was fused with the 

local pagan celebra-

tions of the sun's re-

turn or the commence-

ment of the agricultur-

al year. In some areas 

the pre-Chr ist ian 

name  of  the  feast  —  

Koliada — has been 

preserved. The most 

interesting part of 

Christmas is Christ-

mas Eve (Sviat-

Vechir) with its 

wealth of ritual and magical acts aimed at ensuring 

a good harvest and a life of plenty. Dead ancestors 

and family members are believed to participate in 

the eve's celebration and are personified by a sheaf 

of wheat called did or didukh (grandsire). A char-

acteristic feature of Christmas is caroling, which 

expresses respect for the master of the house and – 

his children and is sometimes accompanied by a 

puppet theater (vertep), and individual dressed up 

as a goat, and a handmade star. The religious festi-

val lasts three days and involves. Christmas litur-

gies  (particularly  on  the  first  day),  caroling,  visit-

ing, and entertaining relatives and acquaintances. 

The  Christmas  tree,  which  was  adopted  from  

Western  Europe,  is  today  an  element  of  the  New  

Year celebration in Ukraine. The Christmas theme 

has an important place, more important than East-

er, in Ukrainian painting, particularly church paint-

ing, and in poetry.The 'holy supper' on Christmas 

Eve is a meal of 12 ritual 

meatless and meatless dishes. 

The order of the dishes and 

even the dishes themselves 

are not uniform everywhere, 

for every region adheres to its 

own  tradition.  In  the  Hutsul  

region, for example, the dish-

es were served in the. follow-

ing order: beans, fish, boiled 

potato dumplings (pyrohy or 

varenyky), cabbage rolls 

(holubtsi), kutia (cooked 

whole-wheat grains, honey, 

and ground poppy seeds), 

potatoes mashed with garlic, stewed fruit, lohaza 

(peas with oil or honey), plums with beans, pyrohy 

stuffed with poppy seeds, soup containing sauer-

kraut juice and groats (rosivnytsia), millet por-

ridge, and boiled corn (kokot). 

                                Khomitska Irina, 7 form  

ENGLISH PAGE 

 Christmas 
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        My name is Varia Shvetskova. I am learn-
ing in gymnasium «Erudite».Our gymnasium is not 
big, but it is very comfortable and we feel at home 
here. 

      We have got many interesting lessons and 
different clubs. We have got choreo- graphic group 
"Rhythms of Planet", theatrical studio "Action", 
literary journalistic circle "Pen test", drama group 

"Source of spirituality"   and many oth-
er. We have many school events and 
holidays. We have different competi-
tions too.  
     Our teachers usually very clever, and 
good.  Teachers are usually very well 
explain to us all lessons. Teachers are 
always happy to help. Teachers conduct 
lessons always very interesting. 
In our school is a very modern facility. 
We have smart boards and computers 
    I like the best gymnasium-«Erudite». 
   Shvetskova Varvara 5-B form 

  Happy New Year 

       Children all over the world enjoy the 

New  Year.  They  know  Father  Frost  will  come  to  

give them presents. They like to have a fir-tree at 

home. It is fun to decorate it. Today is the thirty-first 

of December. It's New Year's Eve. It is 

a very nice holiday. I like it very much 

because I usually have a lot of fun 

on that day. Today I shall go to 

bed at half past twelve in the 

morning, not at nine 

o'clock in the evening as I usual-

ly do. Isn't it nice? My mother didn't go to her 

office in the morning. Now she is busy in the kitchen. 

She is cooking a lot of tasty things. Yesterday Dad 

brought home a big green Christmas tree. We put it in 

the sitting-room. The Christmas tree is beautiful. 

There are a lot of toys and lights of all colours: blue, 

red, yellow, green, and white. There is a big red star 

and a lot of little flags on the tree. There are some 

sweets and fruit on the tree, too. At half 

past eleven we shall sit down at 

a holiday table. There will be a lot of 

tasty things on the table. My Mummy 

and  Dad  will  give  presents  and  say,  

"Happy New Year, dear! This is a New 

Year's present for you". I shall give 

them  pictures  which  I  drew  for  

them last week. I think Father 

Frost will come to me and bring something in 

his big bag. It's nice to find a surprise under the 

Christmas tree in the morning. 

                                Ira Khomitska, 7 form 
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My family 
 I have happy, friendly and funny family. 

 I have a mother. Her name is  Larisa. She is very hon-

est,  clever,  hard-working  woman.  Larisa likes nature,  

to read books, cooking and  travelling. 

 I  have a  father.  His  name 

is  Victor.  He  is  very  hap-

py and   wise man. Victor 

likes sports and music. I 

have a grandmother. Her 

name is Alla. She is very 

polite, modest,  quite   and 

clever woman. Alla  likes  

cooking and to watch TV 

set. 

I have fish. They are very quite . 

 And I have a cat. Her name is  Pusha. She is very fur-

ry.  

Dasha Koren 5-A 

 

      Before I start talking about my family let me introduce 

myself. 

 I am Dasha Bondarenko. I am 11.  And now I am going to 

tell you about my family. We are  family of 5. We think we 

are friendly family. 

      I like to talk with my father. His name is Nikolai, he is 

36.  My  mother’s  name  is  Oksana,  she  is  40.  My  grand-

mother’s name is Tatyana , she is 62. My grandfather is 

Petro, he is 65. I love my family very much. 

Dasha Bondarenko 5-A 

      My family is a big enough. It consists of me, 

my mother, father, older sister, grandmother and a 

little  dog.   My  

mother’s name is 

Oksana, she is a 

housekeeper. My 

father’s name is 

Igor, he works as 

a director in a pri-

vate company. 

Me  sister’s  name  is  Alyona,  she  works  in  a  big  

company called Nissan Motor. My name is Mila, I 

study in the  5th form in Gymnasium “Erudite”. 

My grandmother’s name is Natasha, she is not 

working. My dog’s name is Lucky, she is very 

small and funny. I like to play with my dog. 

     All my family lives together in a big house 

with a garden. I love my family very much.  

 

Mila Tkachenko 5-A 
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Youth organizations in Ukraine 
 

            Life of youth in Ukraine is determined by 
the economic, social, and political situation of the 
country. The economic crisis in Ukraine has led to 
unemployment, especially of youth. As a result of it 
the criminal situation has immensely changed for the 
worse. That's why Ukrainian government took spe-
cial measures for the foundation of youth organisa-
tions in Ukraine. And such organisations have been 
found. They are, the Students' League, Young So-
cialists, Green Peace, The League of 
Ukrainian Youth, Sokil, Ukrainian 
Youth Environmental League, Youth 
Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists, 
Eastern-Ukrainian Union ofYouth Or-
ganisations (VUSMO), Ukrainian 
Scouts and various youth clubs which 
unite young people according to their 
interests. 

          The Students' League is aimed 
at solving various students' problems, including eco-
nomic ones. The members of this league organise 
youth forums, festivals, and group meetings. This 
organisation also maintains friendly ties with the uni-
versities and colleges of such countries as the USA, 
Great  Britain,  France,  Germany  and  Holland.  These  
ties include students' exchanges on educational and 
cultural programmes. 

           Young  Socialists  is  the  organisation  of  
young  people  who  share  the  views  of  socialism.  
They participate in the movement of socialist organi-
sations abroad and support the policy pursued by the 
Socialist Party of Ukraine. 

            A lot of young people in Ukraine are active 
in the movement of "the greens". They organise vari-
ous actions of protest against the pollution of envi-
ronment. The members of the Green Peace organisa-
tion stand for preserving 
safe environment. They 
fight against the destruc-
tion of flora and fauna on 
the Earth. 

     
 
       The League of 

Ukrainian Youth was 
founded at the end of 1990 
by students and teachers 
who had taken part in pro-

test demonstrations and a hunger strike in Kyiv earli-
er in the fall. It was organised for the "development 
of democracy and realisation of human rights in 
Ukraine; to support Ukrainian education; and to draw 
youth into scientific work." 

 
         The league organises conferences and sum-

mer camps on such topics as history, poltics, philoso-
phy, folklore, etc. 

          Sokil is Youth Organisation of Union of 
Ukrainian Officers. It is a labour and professional 

organisation aimed at Ukrainian youth. 
           Ukrainian Youth Environmental 
League was established in 1993. It pro-
motes biodiversity protection and technol-
ogy for "environmentally clean" products 
and runs education projects to involve 
youth in the environmental movement. 
          Youth Congress of Ukrainian Na-
tionalists YCUN works to facilitate the 
"consolidation of Ukrainian patriotic 

youth organisations." The organisation was formed 
in June 1998. 

            Eastern-Ukrainian Union of Youth Organi-
zations SUSMO is a consortium of 26 organisations 
of various types, including youth and children's or-
ganisations, youth political parties and non-
governmental organisations working in the educa-
tional, cultural and other fields. 

               Scouting in Ukraine was started in 1911, 
under the name Plast (a direct translation of the word 
scouting). The renewing of this most worthwhile 
youth movement happened in 1991, when Ukraine 
became independent. Ukraine needs Scouting to edu-
cate its young people in the spirit of good citizen-
ship, leadership, and to foster civil initiative.  

              Youth clubs of different interests have 
come into being these days. They unite music fans, 
sports fans, theatregoers and others. Besides, 

 
there is the "All-
Ukrainian Association of 
Young Businessmen", 
who try  to  find  their  own 
way of raising the country 
out  of  the  economic  cri-
sis. 
 
Zabolotnya O.O. 
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