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    How we celebrated the  
70 anniversary of liberation of Kyiv 

from fascist invaders 
 
On the occasion of  the 70 anniversary of  

liberation of 
Kyiv from fas-
cist invaders 
during the 
great Patriotic 
war of 1941-
1945 we or-
ganized a the-
matic exhibi-
tion   

 «70 anniver-
sary of libera-
tion of Kyiv 
from fascist invaders».  The presented ma-
terial  reflected the course of the military 
actions, namely strategic offensive of the 
red army in August-November 1943, to the 
defeat of Nazi troops on the left Bank of the 

capital, the liberation of Donbas,  Kharkiv, 
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhya and other cit-
ies  of  Ukraine,  as  well  as  the  crossing  of  
the Dnieper in its Northern and Central 
channel with the aim of creating a strategic 

bridgehead on 
the right 
Bank. The 
main task was 
to liberate the 
capital of 
Ukraine – the 
city of Kyiv . 
On the stands 

the exhibi-
tion re-
flected the 

situation at the front during the attack of the 
red Army, the chronicle of main battle 
events, organization and implementation of 
the offensive and the liberation of Kyiv, the 
heroism of the soldiers and partisans labour 

feat of Kyiv citizens during the recovery 
of Kyiv. The colour images presented me-
morial places and the panorama of today's 
Kyiv. The presentation of the exposition 
successfully complemented the presenta-
tion of the items collected on the fields of 
battle for Kiev. 
The exhibition was very useful for us as 
we enriched our knowledge of those he-
roic times. Everybody, who visited the 
exhibition, displayed great interest re-
viewed it. 
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Also,  we  visited  the  Park  of  Eternal  
Glory and laid flowers to the tomb of the 
Unknown soldier , the other monuments 
and memorials located there, paid tribute 
to the memory of the perished during the 
liberation of our city. 

On the 6 of  November our pupils 
watched the official events dedicated to 
the  date.  The  Kyivans   and  guests  of  the  
city  within  the  thousands  of  solemn  col-
umns  walked from the subway station 

“Arsenalnaya" to the Park of Eternal 
Glory with the colours and symbols of 
the holiday.  

Unfortunately every year we lose 
those people who were the real partici-
pants of those events but 
we’ll remember their hero-
ism for ever! 

Diana Vladymyrenko,  
Form 7-A 

Offen-
sive Kiev 
was a ma-
jor opera-
tion waged by 
Red Army in 
November 
1943 on 
the Eastern 
Front during 
the Second 
World War to 
emerge from 
the bridge-
heads on the Dnieper conquered and free the 
Ukrainian capital of Kiev. The offensive achieved 
great success with the bold plan adopted by the 
General Nikolai Vatutin, commander of the 1st 
Ukrainian Front, which surprised the German de-
fenses and allowed the Soviet armored forces to 
advance rapidly to the north and north-west of 
Kiev, taking advantage of the small bridgehead 
Ljutez. 

The German troops of Army Group South of 
Field Marshal Erich von Manstein, deployed to 
defend the line of the Dnieper, were caught un-
prepared and failed to counteract the rapid ad-

vance of 
Soviet 

tanks; Kiev 
was liber-
ated on No-
vember 6. In 
the days fol-
lowing the 
German 
command, 
with the in-
flux of large 
mobile 
forces re-

serve, managed to stop the enemy advance further 
to the west of Kiev and fight back but could not 
regain the Ukrainian capital. The victory of Kiev 
was of great strategic importance to the Soviets 
and allowed it to overcome the forces of the 
Dnieper line on which the Germans had hoped to 
be the so-called Ostwall (the fortified defensive 
front), and you also had impor-
tant propaganda highlighting the 
successes of the army Red and 
the state of war is now favorable 
to ‘the Soviet Union. 

      Dan Rasputnij, 7-A Form 
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 The Holodomor (Ukrainian: , 
"Extermination by hunger" or 
" H u n g e r -
extermination"; derived from 

', "Killing by 
Starvation")  was  a  man-
made famine in the Ukrainian 
SSR in 1932 and 1933. During 
the famine, which is also 
known as the "Terror-Famine 
in Ukraine" and "Famine-
G e n o c i d e  i n  
Ukraine", millions of 
citizens of Ukrainian 
SSR, the majority of 
w h o m 
were Ukrainians, died o f 
starvation in a peacetime catastrophe un-
precedented in the history of 
Ukraine. Since 2006, the 
Holodomor has been recog-
nized by Ukraine and sev-
eral other countries as 
a genocide of the Ukrainian 
people. 
    Early estimates of the 

death toll by scholars and 
government officials varied 
greatly; anywhere from 
1.8 to 12 million ethnic 
Ukrainians  were  said  to  
have been killed as a result 
of the famine. Recent re-
search has since narrowed 
the estimates to between 
2.4 and 7.5 million. The ex-
act number of deaths is 
hard to determine, due to a 
lack of records, but the 
number increases signifi-
cantly when the deaths in-
side heavily Ukrainian-
populated Kuban are in-

cluded. Older estimates are still often cited 
in political commentary. Ac-
cording to the decision of 
Kyiv Appellation Court, the 
demographic losses due to the 
famine amounted to 10 mil-
lion, with 3.9 million famine 
deaths, and a 6.1 million birth 
deficit. 
      Scholars disagree on the 
relative importance of natural 
factors and bad economic 

policies as causes of the 
famine and the degree 

to which the destruction 
of the Ukrainian peasantry was pre-

meditated on the part of Joseph Sta-
lin.Some scholars and politicians using the 
word Holodomor emphasize the man-made 

aspects of the famine, ar-
guing that it was geno-
cide; some consider the 
resultant loss of life com-
p a r a b l e  t o  
the Holocaust. They argue 
that the Soviet policies 
were an attack on the rise 
of Ukrainian national-
ism and therefore fall un-
der the legal definition of 
genocide. Other scholars 
argue that the Holodomor 
was a consequence of the 
economic problems asso-
ciated with radical eco-
nomic changes imple-
mented during the period 
of liquidation of private 
property and Soviet in-
dustrialization. 
 
Vadym Honcharenko 
Form 10 



 

 

Memorial in Commemoration of 
Famines' Victims in Ukraine 

      Have you ever visited the Memorial in 
Commemoration of Famines' Victims in 
Ukraine (Ukrainian:  

-
»)? You should know that it’s  Ukraine’s na-

tional museum and a world-class centre devoted 
to the famines that ravaged Ukraine at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. The museum was 
founded to commemorate the victims of three 
famines in Ukraine – the Holodomor of 1932-
1933 and the lesser-known fa m-
ines of 1921-1922 and 1946-
1947. The mu-
s e u m w a s 
opened on the 
day of the 75th 
anniversary of 
the Holodomor 
in 2008 and 
gained the status 
of a national mu-
seum in 2010. 
The museum is 
located on the 
Pechersk Hills 
on the right bank 
of the Dnieper 
riverin Kiev, ad-
jacent to the Kiev Pechersk Lavra. 

      On November 28, 2006, the Parliament of 
Ukraine (Verkhovna Rada) voted to recognize 
the Holodomor, a devastating famine which took 
place in the early 1930s in the former Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, as a deliberate act 
of genocide against the Ukrainian people. The 
bill was signed into law by President Viktor Yu-
shchenko and included a provision for com-

memorative and research activities, and the con-
struction of memorials to honour the victims and 
preserve the memory of the Holodomor tragedy 
for future generations. 

The Memorial in Commemoration of Famines' 
Victims in Ukraine was erected on the slopes of 
the Dnieper river in 2008, welcoming its first 
visitors on November 22, 2008. The ceremony of 
the memorial’s opening was dedicated to the 
75th anniversary of the Holodomor. 

    O n July 8,  2009,  
the Cabinet of Minis-
t e r s o f 

Ukraine signed a decree 
that established a 
state museum 
“The Memorial in 
Commemoration 
of Famines’ Vic-
tims in Ukraine”. 
The museum sub-
sequent ly ac-
quired the status 
of a national mu-
seum on February 
18, 2010. 

Start ing from 
February 2010, the museum has been included in 
the  official  program  for  visits  to  Ukraine  by  
Heads of States and foreign delegations and offi-
cials. 
   I suppose this memorial is  very important for 

us, successive generations. We weren’t the wit-
nesses  of  those  terrible  times  but  we  should  re-
member that bitter experience of our great-grand 
parents! 

                                Kate Ryasnenko, form 10 
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