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I am sure every well-educated person should 
speak English, because it is the language of com-
munication, business, science and culture.  English 
is now the most important and widespread lan-
guage in the world. It is the state language in five 

countries: Great Britain, Canada, 
the USA, Australia and New Zea-
land. In many Asian and African 
countries people speak English be-
sides their native one. People also 
speak English in Europe. English is 
spoken practically all over the 
world. 

Nowadays, a lot of people study foreign lan-
guages in every possible way. I think English is 
worth studying. 

Now we bay many clothes from other countries. 
If  you know English well, you       can read some-
thing about the size of this or that thing. It is clear 
for you what it is made of. In a word, I understand 
that  I  have  to  learn  English  hard  and  in  a  proper  
way. 

Alyona Huban, Form 7A 

     
Our Gymnasium “Erudite” 
  We all live in the city of 

Kyiv 
  Where my gymnasium  
“Erudite” was born. 
  It is our second home. 
  It’s like a ship 
  On board of which 
  We’re sailing. 
  Hello my friends! 
  Hi everyone! 
  We’re waving! 
For a long time we have been successfully sailing 

on board the ship “Erudite” furrowing the deep wa-
ters of knowledge. 

We have been learning three foreign languages – 
German, French and, of course, English. 

The winged words “How many languages you 
know, so many times you are a person” have be-
come a real motto for us. 

Moreover, we try to know as much as possible 
about the countries the languages of which we’re 
learning. 

Therefore we started to travel around the world 
storing knowledge about culture and traditions, 
capitals and people. 

For  sure  eve-
rybody is interested in the fact how we manage to 
make such a successful voyage, where the secret of 
our progress is. 

The answer is quite simple – we have a good cap-
tain! 

Alexander Mykhailovych Perekheida is a very 
patriotic person.  

His tireless work combines broad ideas of excel-
lent teaching and rich personal experience.  

The light is on till late hours in his study.  
    The ship “Erudite” is sailing,                            
    Our flag is proudly waving!                                      
    We are eager to visit new lands,                             
    We are glad to meet new friends!   
    We are not afraid of adventures, 
    We don’t like to stay in one place, 
    To discover, to learn – our nature, 
    We are always in a tireless race! 
    We have travelled about Europe, 
    We have been to the heart of     France,  
       In addition, the Foggy Albion –   
       It was our unbelievable chance!    
      The ship “Erudite” goes on sailing, 
      We are happy to be on board, 
      Our crew is the tireless travellers, 
      We are the children, we are the world!                                                             

Mykhailo Kozemko, 10 Form   
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      There  are  a  lot  of  poems  which  are  
written all over the world. The English po-
ems are the most popular, because more 
than  40%  of  people  in  the  different  coun-
tries,  in  the  different  parts  of  our  planet  
speak English  
I  ,  like  lots  and  lots  of  people  ,am  inter-

ested in poems. In fact I can write them. I 
write English, Ukraine, Russian. 
Here it is a part of one of my poems. 
There are a lot of languages in our world  
And inspira- tion is like a magic, 

fairy sword 
It kicks you 

and you must do everything it wants  
And English or Ukrainian you begin to 

write at once  
I think, everyone, who can read must join 

The World Classic Of Po-
ems. 
So, read more and have 

fun. 
  
Dmytro Kyrychenko, 
Form 7A  
 

    Poetry is 
the most beau-
tiful  art  as  I  
think.  It  is  a  
wonderful 
way to express 
our thoughts 
and feelings. 
It ‘s a philoso-
phical craft 
and it im-
presses people 

a lot. 

    Poems are mostly very  romanticized: they 
make everything seem beautiful  even  terrible 
things. In their creepiest ways – they are beauti-
ful. And this is truly amazing – the humans’ abil-
ity  to  paint  every  single  piece  of  this  world  in  
glory with the power of words.  

    Poems can introduce people to a lot of new 
feelings. It is magical how simple rhymed lines 
can influent one’s perception and views, make 
one think. 

    The thing I like most about poems is that they 
can be put in songs. It gives them power, more 
spirit and an inner desire to be heard. Music puts 

more feelings into words, so people get more 
touched by lyrics.  

      Talking about more trivial things, rhymed 
words  are  just  easier   to  perceive  or  remember.  
They  sound  more  attractive  to  our  ears  and  we  
are  more  willing  to  hear  and  understand  them.  
Works impress us more if those are poems. As I 
said, they make everything look beautiful and it 
is a fact. People know it and so they are con-
trolled by the stereotype of this beauty.  

      Also, learning poems improves memory and 
it is undoubtfully  a great contribution in every 
educational system even if some poems have no 
sense at all. 

       To sum up, poetry is a wonderful thing, it is 
a magnificent way to express ourselves with the 
words – the most imperious and impressive art. 
It is unbelievable how beautifully people can say 
about a simple leave on a tree or a first snow-
flake which slowly fell on the ground in that far 
1819 when Pushkin lived. Though, we should 
learn to differ  poetry with rhymed nonsense 
which is supposed to be respected because of the 
consonance of its lines’ last words.  

         Olexandra Kedrovska, Form 10 
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     Day of Defenders of the Motherland -  
a holiday of real men 

      Ukraine it was never celebrated as a state holi-
day. In 1999 President Leonid Kuchma recognized 
February 23 as Defenders of the Motherland Day. 
Today, even though it is not a public holiday, most 
women will still give some extra attention to male 
relatives, friends, husbands and boyfriends. The 
Ukrainian   army has  its  own Army Day on  Decem-
ber 6. 
     Today is the day of the people we love the most 
in this world. My lovely dad and my friendly 
brother, our classmates and respected men, thank 
you all for the great love, tenderness, care and atten-
tion you give us. Happy all men’s day — Day of the 
Defenders of the Motherland! 
In 1999 The Day of defenders of Motherland is the 
great state holiday and it is observed in broad and 
spectacular way. This day the ranks of military men 
in full dress are lined up on the main square of the 
country in order to accept congratulations and 
awards from the leader of the country. 
        The representatives of the Ministry of Defense, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, National Security Ser-
vice and other institutions participate in this cere-
mony. The moment, when the marching of all force 
divisions begins along the square to the sound of 
military orchestra, is particularly colorful. Partici-
pants of the parade also lay the wreaths to the monu-
ment of Independence. 

History 
     First celebrated in 1919 the holiday marks the 
date in 1918 during the Russian Civil War when the 
first mass draft into the Red Army occurred in Petro-
grad and Moscow (on 17 February). In January 1919 
it  was  decided  to  combine  the  celebration  that  day  
with the anniversary of the publication of the decree 
on the establishment of the Red Army (of 18 Febru-
ary 1918). In 1919 February 17 fell on Monday; so it 
was decided to move the holiday to the nearest Sun-
day - 23 February. Since then it 
stayed that day. It was originally 
known as Red Army Day . In 
1923 it was officially named the 
Day  of  the  Red  Army  and  the  
Navy. 

Natasha Prokopenko, Form 9 
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      Today, on the 23d of Feb- ruary, I wish 
happiness for men of this world as they deserve it 
because they have contributed to the continuity of 
the human species. Happy the Motherland De-
fender’s Day! 

      On this day I want to say that the fact of being 
men gives you the strength to take care of your 
families, because a real man does anything to see 
their loved ones smiling. We love you, our real 
men, happy the Motherland Defender’s Day to you! 

     What does it mean to be a good man? Being a 
good man means being a good son, a good brother, 
a  good  friend,  a  good  father,  a  hard  worker  and  a  
good defender of Motherland, all this is what digni-
fies a man. Today we celebrate your day, the day of 
good men. Happy the Motherland Defender’s Day! 

     And on behalf of all our women I want to say 
to our defenders and brave men. You’re wrong if 
you think that what makes you a better man is to 

have more women, buy a better car, or change the 
way you speak, the only thing that measures your 
manhood is your ability to love. Therefore, always 
keep love in your heart. And today, have a filled 
with love, very happy Motherland Defender’s Day! 

      On  the  23d  of  February  I  want  to  say  that  I  
am very happy because I know that there are real 
men out there who know what they want and make 
their decisions firmly. So, happy the Motherland 
Defender’s Day! 

      I have a few words about our brave men in 
this  day  February  23.  It’s  beautiful  when  a  strong  
man is kind to you and shows you all the love he 
has for you be-
cause he does not 
care what people 
say, happy Day of 
the  Defenders  of  
the Motherland! 
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Saint Valentine's Day 
    Saint Valentine's Day is an occasion celebrated 

on February 14. It is the traditional day on which 
people express their love for each other 
by sending Valentine's cards, present-
ing flowers, or offering confectionery.  
     The history of Valentine’s Day is 

very mystical. St. Valentine’s Day con-
tains vestiges of Christian and ancient 
Roman tradition. There are many legends about 
Saint Valentine and the origins of the holiday. Tra-
ditionally, spring begins on St Valentine's Day 
(February 14th), the day on which birds chose their 
mates.  In  parts  of  Sussex  Valentines  Day  was  
called «the Birds' Wedding Day».Valentine's Day 
is named after the Patron Saint - Saint Valentine. 
Sweden is the only country that does not celebrate 
Valentine's Day. It is celebrated in many countries 
around the world. It is the second most celebrated 
holiday after New Year’s Day and the second-
largest holiday for giving greeting cards, after 
Christmas.   Traditions  related  with  this  holiday  

vary from country to country but everywhere the 
day is focused on romance, love, appreciation and 
friendship.                                                                                                                 

Valentine cards were always a very 
popular part of the Valentine’s Day 
celebrations. Traditionally, lovers 
exchanged handwritten valentines. 
The oldest surviving valentine was 
written by Charles, the Duke of Or-

leans, who sent it on Valentine’s Day to his wife 
after being captured in 1415. Today, about 1 bil-
lion Valentine cards are exchanged in the U.S. 
each year.                                                                                                                
      Modern Valentine’s Day symbols include the 

heart-shaped outline, doves, and the figure of the 
winged Cupid.  Interestingly, the most Valentine’s 
Day cards are given to teachers. Statistically, 
teachers receive more 
Valentine cards than kids, 
mothers, wives, sweet-
hearts and pets. So, don’t 
forget to send a greeting 
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Valentine’s Day 
      St.  Valentine's  Day  has  its  origins  in  the  Roman  
festival of Lupercalia, observed on February 15. Lu-
percalia celebrated the coming of spring in the Ro-
man calendar (February was observed later in the 
year than it is today). Lupercalia was associated with 
the Roman gods Lupercus and Faunus. Lupercus 
watched over shepherds and their flocks and the fes-
tival of Lupercalia became a celebration intended to 
ensure the fertility of flocks, fields and people. From 
its association with Lupercalia, St. Valentine's Day 
associates with love and romance. This led Valen-
tine's enthusiasts to appoint the Roman god Cupid as 
a patron of Valentine's  Day. Cupid is also known as 
Amour  or  Eros  in  Greek  mythology.  The  ancient  
Greeks believed Eros was the force of «love» that is  
why Eros seems to have been responsible for impreg-

nating a number of goddesses and February 14 was 
also a Roman holiday. On this day, young men ran-
domly chose the name of the girl to escort to the fes-
tival. The custom of choosing a sweetheart on this 
day became very popular in the medieval Europe. 
Later this custom spread to American colonies. 
      Now, St. Valentine's Day is the day of all sweet-
hearts. On this day, people send presents or flowers 
to those whom they love. Most people send 
«valentines», greeting cards, named after St. Valen-
tine's letters. Valentines can be sentimental and ro-
mantic, or funny and friendly. Valentines can be 
anonymous. Valentines can 
be heart-shaped. People 
buy valentines or make 
them themselves 
Diana Khalatyan , Form 9 
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