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The fastest animal in the world  
 
       Did you know that the fastest 

animal in the world is the cheetah. It is  
a large family inhabiting most of Afri-
ca and parts of the Middle East. The 
cheetah can run faster than any other 
land animal— as fast as 112 to 120 
km/h  in short bursts covering 
distances up to 500 m , and has 
the ability to accelerate from 0 
to over 100 km/h (62 mph) in 
five seconds. 

    The chee-
tah's chest is deep 
and its waist is nar-
row. The 

coarse,  short  fur  of  the  cheetah  is  tan  with  
round black spots measuring from 2 to 3 
cm  across, affording it some camouflage 
while hunting. There are no spots on its 
white underside, but the tail has spots, 

which merge to form four 
to  six  dark  rings  at  
the end. The tail 
usually ends in a 
bushy white 

tuft. 
The 
chee-

tah has a small head with 
high-set eyes. Black "tear 
marks" running from the cor-
ner of its eyes down the sides 
of the nose to its mouth keep 
sunlight out of its eyes and 
aid in hunting and seeing 
long  distances.  Its  thin  and  
fragile body make it well-
suited to 
short 

bursts of high speed, but 
not to long-distance run-
ning. 

Margaret Mazayeva 
Form 7A 
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The Niagara Falls  
    Do you know that the Niagara is ac-

tually composed of 3 water-
falls: American Falls and Bridal Veil Falls 
on the US border and the Horseshoe Falls 
on the Canadian 
border. To better 
view the Niagara 
from the US bor-
der, the best loca-
tions for sight-
seeing can be 
found inside the 
Niagara Falls Na-
tional Park. On the 
other hand, if you 
are coming 
from the Ca-
nadian side, 
the best 
place to 
head  to  is  
the Queen Victoria Park where 
there are trails and platforms providing 
for  awe-inspiring  views  of  two  of  the  
falls – the American and Horseshoe Falls. 

   Taking the Canadian vantage, you 
can also personally experience the waters 
of the Niagara through a ferry ride via 
‘The Maid of the Mist’ that carries tourist 
into the basin beneath the falls. You can 
also take the ride behind the falls. All you 
have to do is to ride an elevator going 
down the gorge and pass a short tunnel 

leading to one of the two observation 
decks situated behind the Horseshoe 
Falls. This Niagara experience is known 
as the ‘Journey Behind the Falls’ which is 
an all-year round attraction. The best sea-

son to go is during winter 
when the mist from the Niagara Falls 
freezes over, thereby encasing all struc-
tures and trees in a dazzling coat of ice 
that is sure to mesmerize every tourist. 

     Truly, whatever vantage point you 
take,  be  it  the  US  side  
or the Canadian side, 
you will never regret 
the trip to this enchant-
ing work of nature. 
   Kate Bukayeva, form 7-A 
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