1.1. Listening
Part 1
Directions: In this part of the test, you will hear several conversations. After each conversation, you will hear some questions. After you hear a question, read the four possible answers. Then, on your Answer Sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have chosen. 
You will hear each part twice.
Talk one
1. What is the main topic of this talk?
A. The American eagle as a symbol on coins.
B.The history of gold coins in the United States.
C. The United States Mint.
D.The value to collectors of gold coins.
2. What was the value of the original gold eagle?
A.  $ 20.00.
B.  $ 15.00.
C. $ 10.00.
D. $ 5.00.
3. What was the value of silver to gold in 1792?
A. Fifteen to one.
B. Fifteen and a quarter to one.
C. Fifteen and three quarters to one.
D. Fifteen to three.
4. What happened after the law of 1834?
A. The Great Depression occurred.
B. The size of gold coins was reduced.
C. All gold coins were turned in to the government.
D. The collecting of gold was severely reduced.
5. What are the restrictions on collecting gold coins today?
A. Gold coins may be improved without restrictions.
B. Gold coins may be collected but not exported.
C. There are few restrictions on the collection of gold coins.
D. Only certain kinds of gold coins may be purchased and sold.

Talk two:
1. What kind of music is associated with Stephen Foster?
A. Sentimental tunes.
B. Plantation songs.
C. Hymns for churches.
D. Serious society music.
2. Which piece was the most successful song written by an American?
A. “Open Thy Lattice, Love”
B. “Oh, Susanna”
C. “Old Folks at Home”
D. “Beautiful Dreamer”
3 .Why did Stephen Foster withhold his name from the cover to some of his sheet music?
A. He was too young to publish music at that time.
B. His name was not yet very well known.
C. He knew that some songs would not be approved by high society.
D. He reserved his name for his most popular music.
4. What best describes Stephen Foster’s most popular songs?
A. Easy to remember.
B. Written for the piano.
C. Appropriate for society events.
D. Very serious.
5. What do we know about Stephen Foster?
A. He wrote many songs during his career.
B. Only a few of his songs were popular.
C. He was not successful in his lifetime.
D. He wrote most of his music for children.
Part 2
Directions: You will hear five short extracts in which people are talking about well-known people. While you listen you must complete both tasks. Then, on your Answer Sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have chosen. 


Task one
For questions 1-5 choose from the list A-H who each speaker is talking about.
A   a coach       
 (
1
)B   a novelist       
 (
2
)C   a sportsman                                              	Speaker 1 
 (
3
)D   a journalist                                                       	Speaker 2 
 (
4
)E   a businessman                                                    	Speaker 3  
 (
5
)F   a TV newsreader                                               	Speaker 4 
G   a politician                                                      	Speaker 5 
H   an actor               

Task two
For questions  6-10 choose from the list A-H each speaker’s view of the person.
A   scary
 (
6
)B   underrated
 (
7
)C   amusing                                                                    	Speaker 1  
 (
8
)D   unintelligent                                                    	Speaker 2  
 (
9
)E   weird                                                                  	Speaker 3  
 (
10
)F   sincere                                                              	Speaker 4    
G   lucky                                                                   	Speaker 5  
H   unpredictable   

1.2.Reading
You have 30 minutes to do this task
Part 1
Directions: In this section, you will read one passage. It is followed by a number of questions about it. For questions 1-13, you are to choose the best answer. Then, on your Answer Sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have chosen.


A  All in all, it was probably a mistake to look for the answer to the eternal question – ‘Does money buy happiness’– from people who practice what’s called the dismal science. For when economists tackled the question, they started from the observation that when people put something up for sale they try to get as much for it as they can, and when people buy something they try to pay as little for it as they can. Both sides in the transaction, the economists noticed, are therefore behaving as if they would be more satisfied (happier, dare we say) if they wound up receiving more money (the seller) or holding on to more money (the buyer). Hence, more money must be better than less, and the only way more of something can be better than less of it is if it brings you greater contentment. The economists’ conclusion: the more money you have, the happier you must be.
B ‘Psychologists have spent decades studying the relation between wealth and happiness’, writes Harvard University psychologists Daniel Gilbert in his best-selling ‘Stumbling on Happiness’, and they have generally concluded that wealth increases human happiness when it lifts people out of abject poverty and into the middle class, but that it does little to increase happiness thereafter.
C That files in the face of intuition, not to mention economic theory. According to standard economics, the most important commodity you can buy with additional wealth is choice. If you have $20 in your pocket, you can decide between steak and peanut butter for dinner, but if you have only $1 you’d better hope you already have a jar of jelly at home. Additional wealth also lets you satisfy additional needs and wants, and the more of those you satisfy the happier you are supposed to be.
D The trouble is choice is not all it’s claimed to be. Studies show that people like selecting from among maybe half a dozen kinds of pasta at the grocery store but find 27 choices overwhelming, leaving them chronically on edge that they could have chosen a better one than they did. And wants, which are nice to be able to afford, have a bad habit of becoming needs (iPod, anyone?), of which an advertising and media-saturated culture create endless numbers. Satisfying needs brings less emotional well-being than satisfying wants.
E The nonlinear nature of how much happiness money can buy - lots more happiness when it moves you out of penury and into middle-class comfort, hardly any more when it lifts you from millionaire to decamillionaire-comes through clearly in global surveys that ask people how content they feel with their lives. In a typical survey people are asked to rank their sense of well-being or happiness on a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 means ‘not at all satisfied with my life’ and 7 means ‘completely satisfied’. Of the American multimillionaires who responded, the average happiness score was 5.8. Homeless people in Calcutta came in at 2.9. But before you assume that money does buy happiness after all, consider who else rated themselves around 5.8: the Inuit of northern Greenland, who do not exactly lead a life of luxury,  and the cattle-herding Masai of Kenya, whose dung huts have no electricity or running water. And proving Gilbert’s point about money buying happiness only when it lifts you out of abject poverty, slum dwellers in Calcutta – one economic rung above the homeless – rate themselves at 4.6.
F Studies tracking changes in a population’s reported level of happiness over time have also dealt a death blow to the ‘money buys happiness’ claim. Since World War II the gross domestic product per capita has tripled in the United States. But people’s sense of well-being, as measured by surveys asking some variation of “overall, how satisfied are you with your life?’, has barely budged. Japan has had an even more meteoric rise in GDP per capita since its postwar misery, but measures of national happiness have been flat, as they have also been in Western Europe during its long postwar boom, according to social psychologists Ruut Veenhoven of Erasmus University in Rotterdam. A 2004 analysis of more than 150 studies on wealth and happiness concluded that ‘economic indicators have glaring shortcomings’ as approximations of well-being across nations, wrote Ed Diener  of the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, and Martin E. P. Seligman of the University of Pensylvania. “Although economic output has been no rise in life satisfaction… and there has been a substantial increase in depression and distrust’.
G If money doesn’t buy happiness, what does? Grandma was right when she told you to value health and friends,  not money and stuff. Or as Diener  and Seligman put it, once your basic needs are met ‘differences in well-being are less frequently due to income, and are more frequently due to factors such as social relationships and enjoyment at work’. Other researchers add fulfillment, a sense that life has meaning, belonging to civic and other groups and living in a democracy that respects individual rights and the rule of law. If a nation wants to increase its population’s sense of well-being, says Veenhoven, it should make ‘less investment in economic growth and more in policies that promote good governance, liberties, democracy, trust and public safety’.

Questions 1-5
The reading passage has seven paragraphs, A-G.
Which paragraph contains the following information?
NB You may use any letter more than once.
1 a suggestion that less emphasis ought to be placed on economic development
2 evidence that the lack of money does not necessarily lead to unhappiness
3 some suggested non-monetary grounds for being happy
4 an explanation of the monetarist’s assumption that wealth breeds happiness
5 proof that an increase in a country’s wealth does not make people more content
Questions 6-9
Do the following statements agree with the information given in the reading passage?
Write:
TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this
6 According to the general conclusion of psychologists, people are not made much happier by an increase in wealth after a certain threshold
7 Research indicates that a narrow range of options increases shopper anxiety
8 More multimillionaires took part in one survey than was expected
9 Up until the Second World War money influenced people’s happiness more profoundly.
Questions 10-12
Complete the sentences below.
Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.
10  Diener and Seligman claimed that there were clear………….. when using the economy to gauge the relationship between money and happiness.
11  Despite improvements in the economy in recent years,……has not increased.
12  People’s take-home pay has less impact on happiness than…. and pleasure derived from employment.
Questions 13
Choose the correct letter A, B, C or D
Which of the following is the most suitable title for the reading passage?
A How self achievement affects happiness
B Why money doesn’t buy happiness
C How happiness has declined since World War II
D What economists think about happiness and money

Part 2
Directions: In this section, you will read one passage. It is followed by a number of questions about it. For questions 14-20, you are to choose the best answer, (A), (B), (C), or (D), to each question. Then, on your Answer Sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have chosen.

Levels of Vocabulary

Most languages have several levels of vocabulary that may be used by the same speakers. In English, at least three have been identified and described.
 (
5
)Standard usage includes those words and expressions understood, used, and accepted by a majority of the speakers of a language in any situation regardless of the level of formality. As such, these words and expressions are well defined and listed in standard dictionaries. Colloquialisms, on the other hand, are familiar words and idioms that are understood by almost all speakers of a language and used in
 (
15
) (
10
)informal speech or writing, but not considered acceptable for more formal situations. Almost all idiomatic expressions are 
colloquial language. Slang, however, refers to words and expressions understood by a large number of speakers but not accepted as appropriate formal usage by the majority. Colloquial expressions and even slang may be found in standard dictionaries but will be so identified. Both colloquial usage and slang are more common in speech than in writing.
 (
20
)Colloquial speech often passes into standard speech. Some slang also passes into standard speech, but other slang expressions enjoy momentary popularity followed by obscurity. In some cases, the majority never accepts certain slang phrases but nevertheless retains them in their collective memories. Every generation seems to require its own set of words to describe familiar objects and events.
 (
25
)It has been pointed out by a number of linguists that three 
cultural conditions are necessary for the creation of a large body of slang expressions. First, the introduction and acceptance of new objects and situations in the society; second, a diverse population with a large number of subgroups; third, association among the subgroups and the majority population.
 (
35
) (
30
)Finally, it is worth noting that the terms “standard,” “colloquial,” and “slang” exist only as abstract labels for scholars who study language. Only a tiny number of the speakers of any language will be aware that they are using colloquial or slang expressions. Most speakers 
of English will, during appropriate situations, select and use 
all three types of expressions.

14. Which of the following is the main topic of the passage?
A  Standard speech
B Idiomatic phrases
C Different types of vocabulary
D Dictionary usage
15. How is slang defined by the author?
A Words and phrases accepted by the majority for formal usage
B Words and phases understood by the majority but not found in standard dictionaries 
C Words and phrases that are understood by a restricted group of speakers
D Words and phrases understood by a large number of speakers but not accepted as formal usage
16. The word “obscurity” in line 20 could best be replaced by
A disappearance
B influence
C qualification
D tolerance
17. Where in the passage does the author explain where colloquial language and slang are most commonly used?
A Lines 4-6
B Lines 16-17
C Lines 24-26
D Lines 33-35
18. Which of the following is true of standard usage?
A It can be used in formal or informal settings.
B It is limited to written language.
C It is only understood by the upper classes.
D It is constantly changing.
19. The author mentions all of the following as requirements for slang expressions to be created EXCEPT
A new situations
B a new generation
C interaction among diverse groups
D a number of linguists 
20. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
A does not approve of either slang or colloquial speech in any situation
B approves of colloquial speech in some situations, but not slang
C approves of slang and colloquial speech in appropriate situations
D does not approve of colloquial usage in writing




1.3. Use of English
You have 30 minutes to do this task
Part 1
Directions: For questions 1-8, you are to choose the best answer, then on your Answer Sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have chosen. 

1.  Choose the best reply: A or B.
     Why do you work so hard?
     A. Because I’m only happy when I’m busy.
     B. Because I have to finish my report by the end of this week.

2.  Which is right?
       A. The Queen welcomed the President.
       B. The Queen Elizabeth welcomed the President Kennedy.

3. Which sentence ending(s) is/are right?
      I knew my English … .
      A. … is getting better.
      B. … was getting better.
      C. … got better.

4.  Which of these replies is/are possible?
     Has your sister got a car?
     A.  No, she doesn’t have got.
     B.  No, she hasn’t  got.
     C.  No, she hasn’t got one.
     D.  No, she hasn’t one.

5.   Which is the strongest advice: A, B or C?
    A. You should lose weight.
    B. You’d better lose weight.
    C. You ought to lose weight.

6.  I didn’t know that Mary was John’s wife to be.
    What does this sentence mean?
    A. I didn’t know that Mary was really John’s wife.
    B. I didn’t know that John was going to marry Mary.


7. Which statement about these two sentences is true?
I’m proud of having passed my exams.
I’m proud to have passed my exams.
A. They are both right and both mean the same.
B. They are both right but have different meanings.
C. One is right and the other one is wrong.

8. Which expression can end the sentence correctly?
The school trip to the mountains was great, but…
A.  ...the most children got very tired.
B. …most of the children got very tired.
C. … the most of the children got very tired.

Part 2
Directions: For questions 9-11 find one word that can be used to complete each set of the sentences below. All in all you are supposed to have three words.  Then on your Answer Sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space with this word.


9.
1. I’m waiting to hear the final ________ of the negotiations.
2. We use a computer model to predict the ________ of different scenarios.
3. We may not know the ________ until tomorrow.
4. Their strategy produced the desired ________.
5. The aim is to evaluate possible ________s.

10.
1. He is in an elite combat ________.
2. The serious crime ________ have taken over the investigation.
3. It was an early-morning raid by a police ________.
4. They still have not named their ________ for the World Cup qualifier.
5. He’s working in the vice ________.

     11.
1. He cut off a length of ________.
2. He tied some gold ________ around the present.
3. Her hair was tied back with a black silk ________.
4. The Mayor cut a ________ to lunch the celebrations.
5. She had a pink ________ in her hair.





Part 3
Directions: Complete the crossword. The letters in the gray squares spell out another word. What is it? Then on your Answer Sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space with this word.




[image: ]



1 choose someone for a job (verb)
2 something you get when you have been helpful or worked hard (noun)
3 if you resign, you hand in your …………(noun)
4 out of work (adj)
5 chances of being successful in the future  (noun)
6 the tasks you do when you are at work (noun)
7 connected with office work, such as keeping records and doing accounts (adj)
8 find a solution to a problem (verb)
9 deal with something or control it (verb)

The letters in the gray squares make the word …………………….. 

1.4. Writing
You have 40 minutes to do this task 


Magazine writing competition.


A russian national newspaper has invited people to write an ‘open letter’ to the President of Russia. It should be done in English because later the best letters will be published in an international magazine in a special 
Letters Page.
Write 200 – 250 words

The content of your letter is left very open here, giving you a lot of scope to demonstrate your skills and creativity. To succeed in this task you should write a letter that the people who buy the newspaper would enjoy reading. You might criticize the President, or you might praise him. More constructively, you might draw his attention to one or more of the many ways in which he could use his immense power to make the world a better place. Are there any injustices in the world, or threats to the future of the world, that you would like him to do something about?

Check your story carefully for spelling and grammar.




1.5. 
Speaking
Student’s card
Student 1
Task 1
Give a three-minute talk about one of the statements below, saying if you agree or disagree with it. 
Give your reasons. 

1. The Classics are boring.
2. It is important to think back into the past if you are interested in future.
3. The media cannot be completely objective.
Task 2
Answer your partner’s question.
Task 3
Listen to your partner’s answer, comment on it and ask him/her one question.





линия отреза


Student 2

Student’s card

Task 1
Listen to your partner’s answer, comment on it and ask him/her one question.
Task 2 
Give a three-minute talk about one of the statements below, saying if you agree or disagree with it. 
Give your reasons. 

1. The Classics are boring.
2. It is important to think back into the past if you are interested in future.
3. The media cannot be completely objective.
Task 3
Answer your partner’s question.
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	Talk one:
1.B
2.B
3.A
4.B
5.A
Talk two:
1.B
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9. OUTCOME
10. SQUAD
11. RIBBON





	

1. appoint
2. reward
3. notice
4. unemployed
5. prospects
6. duties
7. clerical
8. solve
9. handle

The word in the gray squares is “promotion”
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