the10th form	Writing Comprehension
1. Many people think that mobile phones aren’t really important tools for teenagers; they are just expensive “toys” that teenagers use for fun and nothing more. What do you think?
Write an article of about 100-120 words to a school newspaper. Express your point of view on the subject. Use the following questions as a plan:
• Do you have a mobile phone or would you like to have one?                                       
• How do you use it? (How are you going to use it?)                                                        
• What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a mobile phone?
This is the title of your article: Mobile Telephone: a Technological Wonder or an Expensive Toy?
2. Write an article for a travel magazine about a historical or cultural place of your country (at least 100 words). Use the plan below:
Plan
Introduction   
Para 1: name, place, description                                                                          
Main Body                                                                                                                   
Para 2:  historical facts                                                                                         
Para 3: what visitors can see/ do there                                                                                          
Conclusion:                                                                                                               
Para 4: recommendations
3. You’ve received a letter from your English pen-friend. He/she wrote that he/she had problems with the study of French at school and thought that French lessons were tiresome and not interesting. He/ she likesMaths and History better than French. Write a letter to your pen-friend in which you write
• why studying foreign languages is important                                                            
• about the foreign language lessons in your school                                                   
• about your foreign language teacher/teachers 
and
• advice him/her how to make the study of foreign languages easier and more interesting.
Write an information letter of at least 100 words.  Do not write any dates and addresses.
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Genius though he was, Leonardo da Vinci didn't produce many paintings because he was a perfectionist and spent years on each one. Only seventeen of them survive and they are all very valuable. Leonardo began painting the Mona Lisain 1503 and finished it shortly before his death in 1519. Today many consider it the most famous painting in the world, and one of the most precious, but this hasn't always been the case.
The Mona Lisadidn't become well-known until the Symbolist movement in the mid-nineteenth century, when it was viewed as the embodiment of eternal femininity. The painting's fame skyrocketed in the twentieth century, when it wasstolen from the Louvre in 1911. The theft closed the museum down for a week. Pablo Picasso was one of the suspects, but it turned out the painting had been taken by a Louvre employee, Vincenzo Peruggia, who was apprehended two years later when he tried to sell it to the Ufizzi Gallery in Florence.   
Perhaps the most important element of the painting is the gaze: it meets ours, while Mona Lisa's posture and the visual impression of distance between sitter and observer that Leonardo created give her an almost divine inaccessibility.
Mona Lisais a realistic woman and an ideal at the same time, full of contradictions. Dynamism, and a sense of movement, are always hailed as hallmarks of a masterpiece, and Leonardo, succeeds in capturing dynamism in motion, rather than someone holding a halt smile. Complex paintings evoke complex responses - there are no easy analyses or interpretations. The painting continuously toys with our perceptions and emotions.
Speculations about the identity of the sitter also contribute to the painting's fame, until 2005 when a library expert at the University of Heindelberg discovered a 1503 margin note written by Agostini Vespucci. The sitter is now confirmed as Lisa delGiocondo, the wife of Francesco del Giocondo, a wealthy Florentine silk merchant. The painting was commissioned to celebrate the birth of their second child. Detailed analysis of the painting has shown that she is wearing a typical garment, worn by women while pregnant or after giving birth. Before then there had been much speculation about the woman's identity, including the suggestion that the painting was meant as an ironic self-portrait.
Above all, it is the enigmatic smile that continues to hold the public imagination in both popular culture and the art world. It is a smile that seems to disappear when you look at it directly and Leonardo painted it with this intention. Professor Margaret Livingstone at HarvardUniversity explains that “her smile is almost entirely in low special frequencies, and so is best seen by your peripheral vision,” and says that artists like Leonardo “discovered fundamental truths that scientists are only now unraveling.”

True or False Statements.
1). Leonardo da Vinci didn't produced many paintings.
2).Only seventeen of them survive.
3). Not all of them are very valuable.
4). Leonardo began painting in 1503.
5). Leonardo finished the “Mona Lisa”shortly before his death in 1519.
6). A few people consider “Mona Lisa”the most famous painting in the world.
7). The “Mona Lisa” is viewed as the embodiment of eternal femininity.
8).The theft closed the museum down for a week.
9).The most important element in the painting is the woman’s dress.
10). The “Mona Lisa” is Leonardo’s self-portrait. 
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	Most people do not know that Juliette Gordon Low, the founder of the Girl Scouts of America, was deaf. She began to lose her hearing when she was 17, and became almost totally deaf in her adulthood.  Juliette Gordon was born on October 31, 1860, inSavannah, Georgia. Her family and friends all called her Daisy. When she was 14 she was sent to school in Virginia that was run by some of Thomas Jefferson’s grand - daughters. A few years later, at the age of 17, she  transferred to a school in New York.
     Juliette married William Mackay Low and they went to England to live. Juliette became interested in the Girl Guides Association there. She observed their meetings and was very impressed because the girls acquired many useful skills. They learned how to cook, knit, tie knots and give first aid. They also learned about the history of the flag. Moreover, they developed important social skills as they learned how to work together. Juliette thought that girls everywhere should have this opportunity, so she decided to organize more troops. Juliette organized several Girl Guides troops in both England and Scotland. Since she could not do all the work herself, she had to ask other women to help her. Sometimes the women were reluctant to give their time due to family responsibilities. However, Juliette was a very determined woman. When the women refused, she would pretend that she didn’t understand what they said. As a result, the women helped her in spite of being busy.
     Juliette always persevered until she motivated others to help her with her goals. One encounter that required her persistence happened while she was in Scotland. She was walking along a road one day when she came to a stream. The only way across the stream was by a foot log, and Juliette was afraid to cross it alone. She was wondering what to do when she saw a peddler coming down the road. She told the peddler to go across the bridge first, and she would follow with her hand on his shoulder. Although the peddler started to protest, her stubborn insistence again paid off. He reluctantly led her across the foot bridge. Once they were safely on the other side, the peddler explained to her that he was blind!
When Juliette came back to America for a visit, she started the first Girl Guides troop in the country in her home town, Savannah. By the time she went back to England six months later, there were six Girl Guide troops in Savannah. At that time, the girls each made their own uniforms. In 1913, the Girl Guides changed its name to the Girl Scouts. Juliette Low came back to Savannah that same year. She decided that there should be Girl Scout troops all over the United States, so she worked toward that goal. The first national Girl Scouts convention was held in Washington, DC, on June 10, 1915. Juliette died in Savannah in January 17, 1927. Thanks to her, there are now Girl Scouts all over the world. Juliette’s home in Savannah is a national Girl Scout center.

Multiple Choice Questions.
1)«…Juliette started the first Girl Guides troop in the country in her home town in Savannah. By the time she went back to England six months later, there were six Girl Guide troops in Savannah». From this statement we can assume that:
A Juliette liked the uniforms the Girl Guides wore.
     B Other people set up their own troops because they were jealous of Juliette.
     C Juliette helped to start all six of these troops.
     D The girls in the first troop argued and had to be separated into six different troops.
 2) Juliette started having trouble with her hearing when:
   A she had a very high fever.
     B she was 17 years old.
     C she got married.
     D she organized the Girl Scouts.
3) «Sometimes the women were reluctant to give their time due to family responsibilities». This sentence means:
A The women were eager to help her start Girl Guides troops.
     B The women wanted to help, but had something due that they needed to work on.
     C The women were in charge of other families.
D The women didn’t want to help her because they were too busy with their families.
4) The main idea of this passage can best stated as:
A Juliette Low, a deaf woman, used determination and persistence to start Girl Scout troops all over the world.
     B Juliette Low, a deaf woman, was very pushy and always got what she wanted.
     C Juliette Low, a deaf woman, traveled to many different places in her life time but ended up back in Savannah.
     D Without Juliette, the Girl Scouts would still only be a British phenomenon.
5) Juliette did things in this order:
A Went to England, married William, watched the Girl Guides meetings, organized her own Girl Guides troops.
     B Watched the Girl Guides meetings, went to England, married William, organized her own Girl Guides troops.
     C Married William, went to England, organized her own Girl Guides troops, watched the Girl Guides meetings.
     D Married William, went to England, watched the Girl Guides meetings, organized her own Girl Guides troops.
6) After reading the passage, we can assume that:
    A Juliette had to work because her husband didn’t make enough money.
     B Juliette enjoyed being busy and helping others.
     C Juliette wanted to be a Girl Guide herself, but she was too old.
     D Juliette’s husband didn’t approve of her involvement in this association.
7) Most people do not know that Juliette Gordon Low was
     A blind
     B a mother of two sons
     C a mother of eight daughters
    D deaf

8) Juliette Gordon was born on October 31, 1860, in Savannah,
    A District of Columbia
    B Ohio
    C Texas
    D Georgia
9) Her family and friends all called her
  A Rose
     B Forget-me-not
     C Trinity
     D Daisy
10) When she was 14 she was sent to school in
   A New York
    B London
    C Los Angelos
    D Virginia
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NAMING COLUMBUS DISCOVERY

Christopher Columbus never knew why he failed to find Asia, The reason is easy to understand today, Columbus was thousands of miles from Asia. North and South America and the Pacific Ocean lay between him and Asia. He had reached the shores of two continents that Europeans knew nothing about.
One of the first people to realize that Columbus had not reached Asia was Amerigo Vespucci. Vespucci was an Italian trader who lived in Spain. He had sold Columbus many of the things Columbus needed for his trips across the ocean.
Vespucci talked several Spanish sailors into taking him along on their westward voyages. On these trips, he became more certain that the land they saw was not part of Asia. Many of the plants and animals he saw were unknown in Asia, Europe and Africa. For that reason, he decided this must be a new continent.
Vespucci wrote much about the new continent. Then a German mapmaker made a new map of the world. In it he included the continent Vespicci had described. The mapmaker named itAmerica in honour of Amerigo Vespucci.
As Europeans learned more about America, they found that it was not one continent but two. They named themNorth and South America.
Why did people keep coming to the two Americas long after everyone knew they were not part of Asia? Some, like Columbus, were looking for a water route through the Americas to Asia. Others were eager to see if the Americas had treasures too.
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Multiple Choice Questions.
     1) Christopher Columbus never knew ….
                   A the art of painting
B why he failed to find Asia
CAmerigo Vespucci
D mathematics
  2) Columbus was thousands of miles away from Asia …..
                   A because he wanted to find North and South America
B so he failed to find any land
C so he did not find the water route he was looking for
                   D and he knew that
          3) Amerigo Vespucci was an Italian trader who …..
A asked Columbus to take him on his trips
B realized Asia lay westward
C knew all the animals and plants he saw in America
                   D sold things sailors needed for their trips across the ocean
4) Vespucci wrote a lot about the new continent ….
A but he was never able to visit it
B and made a new map of the world
C and described what he had seen
D and finally called it America
           5) The new continent was named America because ….
A Vespucci knew that the land he saw was not a part of Asia
B Vespucci was the first to realize that Columbus had not reached Asia
C Europeans learned more about America
D the new map of the world made by a German mapmaker 
included the new continent Vespucci had described
         6) Long after everyone knew the two Americas were not a part of Asia …
                    A people named them America
                    B people stopped exploring them
C people were still looking for new routes to Asia
 D people continued to write about them
             7) North and South America lay between Columbus and
A his first mate
B his future wife
CAmerigo Vespucci
DAsia
             8) One of the first people to realize that Columbus had not reached Asia
was
                      A his first wife
 B his future wife
C king Henry the VIII
DAmerigo Vespucci
             9) Vespucci was an 
A Italian painter
B Italian trader
C Italian sailor
D Italian captain
10) People kept coming to the two Americas long after everyone knew  
they were not part of Asia because
                       A they were looking for Atlantida
B they were looking for a water route through the Americas to Asia
 C they were eager to see if the Americas had treasures too
 D some were looking for a water route through the Americas to Asia
others were eager to see if the Americas had treasures too


True or False Statements.
        1) Christopher Columbus knew why he failed to find Asia.
             2) One of the first people to realize that Columbus had not reached Asia was 
                        King Henry the VIII.
                    3) Vespucci was an Italian trader who lived in Africa.
                    4) Vespucci had sold Columbus many useful things.
                    5) Vespucci didn’t manage to talk any Spanish sailors into taking him along  
on their westward voyages.
                    6) Vespucci decided this must be a new continent because many of the plants 
and animals he saw were unknown in  Asia, Europe and Africa.
                    7) Vespucci wrote little about a new continent.
                    8) The mapmaker named the new continent America in honour of Amerigo
                        Vespucci.
                    9) An Italian mapmaker made a new map of the world.
                    10) As Europeans knew more about America they found it was not one 
continent but two.
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