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Writing Test for 10h Form Students

	You should use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with relevant evidence. 


Write at least 250 words.
І.
    [image: image1.png]Fast food is very popular and saves time for busy working people. However, many experts say
that it is not completely healthy.




ІІ.

 [image: image2.png]Some teenagers think that clothes make the man, while others don't care much about what
they wear.




ІІІ.
[image: image3.png]A number of people believe that pocket money teaches teenagers to be responsible. Others
say that teenagers are too young to deal with money and that their parents should just buy
them what they need.




Reading Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students   (37 tasks)
Directions:     In this Test you will read four texts. Each text is followed by 5 – 15 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text.

Text 1
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Text 2

Choose from (A-H) the one which best fits each of (1-7). There is one choice you do not need to use.
[image: image6.png]cOow>

THE HISTORY OF WRITING

Magic and Heroes
Doing Business
Early Developments
Sounds and Symbols

momE

Tmages on Stone
Stories and Seasons
A Personal Record





[image: image7.png]1 The earliest stage of writing is called pre-writing or proto-literacy, and depends on direct repre-
sentation of objects, rather than representing them with letters or other symbols. Evidence for
this stage, in the form of rock and cave paintings, dates back to about 15,000 years ago, al-
though the exact dates are debatable. This kind of proto-literate cave painting has been found in
Europe, with the best known examples in South-Western France, but also in Africa and on
parts of the American continent. These petrographs (pictures on rock) show typical scenes of
the period, and include representations of people, animals and activities. Most are astonishingly
beautiful, with a vibrancy and immediacy that we still recognize today. They are painted with
pigments made from natural materials including crushed stones and minerals, animal products
such as blood, ashes, plant materials of all kinds, and they produce a wide range of colours and
hues.

2 Why did ancient people put such effort into making them? Various theories have been put for-
ward, but the most compelling include the idea that the pictures were records of heroic deeds or
important events, that they were part of magical ceremonies, or that they were a form of primi-
tive calendar, recording the changes in the seasons as they happened. These, then, are all ex-
planations as to why man started to write.

3 A related theory suggests that the need for writing arose thereafter from the transactions and
bartering that went on. In parts of what is now Iraq and Iran, small picces of fired earth — pot-
tery — have been found which appear to have been used as tokens to represent bartered objects,
much as we use tokens in a casino, or money, today. Eventually, when the tokens themselves
became too numerous to handle easily, representations of the tokens were inscribed on clay
tablets.

4 An early form of writing is the use of pictograms, which are pictures used to communicate. Pic-
tograms have been found from almost every part of the world and every era of development,
and are still in use in primitive communities nowadays. They represent objects, ideas or con-
cepts more or less directly. They tend to be simple in the sense that they are not a complex or
full picture, although they are impressively difficult to interpret to an outsider unfamiliar with
their iconography, which tends to be localized and to differ widely from society to society.
They were never intended to be a detailed testimony which could be interpreted by outsiders,
but to serve instead as aide-memoires to the author, rather as we might kecp a diary in a per-
sonal shorthand. However, some modern pictograms are more or less universally recognized,




[image: image8.png]such as the signs which indicate men’s and women’s toilets, or road signs, which tend to be
very similar throughout the world.

5 The first pictograms that we know of are Sumerian in origin, and date to about 8000 BC. They
show how images used to represent concrete objects could be expanded to include abstractions
by adding symbols together, or using associated symbols. One Sumerian pictogram, for exam-
ple, indicates ‘death’ by combining the symbols for ‘man’ and ‘winter’, another shows ‘power’
‘with the symbol for a man with the hands enlarged.




[image: image9.png]6 By about 5,000 years ago, Sumerian pictograms had spread to other areas, and the Sumerians
had made a major advance towards modern writing with the development of the rebus princi-
ple, which meant that symbols could be used to indicate sounds. This was done by using a par-
ticular symbol not only for the thing it originally represented, but also for anything which was
pronounced in a similar way. So the pictogram for na (meaning ‘animal’) could also be used to
mean “old” (which was also pronounced na). The specific meaning of the pictogram (whether
na meant *old” or ‘animal®) could only be decided through its context.
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It is a short step from this to the development of syllabic writing using pictograms, and this
next development took about another half a century. Now the Sumerians would add pictograms
to each other, so that cach, representing an individual sound — or syllable — formed part of a
larger word. Thus pictograms representing the syllables he, na and mi (‘mother”, ‘old’, ‘my’)
could be put together to form henami or *grandmother’.




Text 3

Read the text below. Choose from (A-H) the one which best fits each of (1-6). There are two choices you do not need to use.

Best Teen Jobs Advice From Bill Gates

                                                                                                                                    By Sonja Mishek 

Whether you love or hate Bill Gates...he sure hit the nail on the head when he recently gave a speech at a high school graduation. 

Here Are 10 Job Advice Rules Your Teens Are NOT Learning in School: 

Rule 1: Life is not fair - get used to it! Life is especially not fair at work. (1)_____. 

Rule 2: The world doesn't care about your self-esteem. Neither does your boss. (2)_____. 

Rule 3: You will NOT make $60,000 a year right out of high school. Or become a vice president out of college. If you don't believe me, just ask any recent graduate. 

Rule 4: If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss. Or obnoxious co-workers you're stuck working with 8 hours a day. 

Rule 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your Grandparents had a different word for burger flipping; they called it opportunity. I think every teen should be required to work at a fast food restaurant. (3)_____. 

Rule 6: If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault. So don't whine about your mistakes, learn from them. (4)_____. And not make excuses for them.

Rule 7: Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they are now. (5)_____. 

Rule 8: Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life HAS NOT. In some schools, they have abolished failing grades and they'll give you as MANY TIMES as you want to get the right answer. This doesn't bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life. 

Rule 9: Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get summers off and few employers are interested in helping you FIND YOURSELF. Do that on your own time. There's no spring break either. You'll be lucky if you get 2 weeks of paid vacation. 

Rule 10: Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one. (6)_____. No one does. 

If you agree with these rules...pass it on. If you can read these rules...THANK  a teacher! 

A The best thing you can do for your kids is let them make their own mistakes.

B He wants the job to get done - and done well.

C Your boss doesn't care if you were popular in high school.

D There's no extra credit at work if you screw something up.

E  They got that way from paying your bills, doing your laundry, and listening to you talk about how cool you are.

F  Some work harder than others for less pay...some work less for more pay.

G They'll learn the meaning of hard work and be motivated to further their education!

H And if you don't do your job - you'll be fired.

         Text 4

Read the text below. For questions (1-7) choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D). 

Running Free

Barefoot Training

                                                                              By Mike Ryan 

In the world of running shoes, the trend has been toward more cushion, more support, more comfort. But, to a small group of running coaches and foot specialists, modern athletic shoes are doing to feet what plush living room sofas and TV remotes have been doing to people: making them lazy, physically underdeveloped and more prone to injuries. 

A few years ago when Nike was looking for the next big advance in running shoe design, they asked some of the world’s most respected track and field coaches for advice. A common response must have made their heads spin a little: We don’t need any more shoes, we need fewer shoes, in fact, and maybe we need no shoe. Give us the bare human foot. 

Legendary Stanford track coach Vin Lananna said, “I believe that athletes that have been training barefoot run faster and have fewer injuries. It’s just common sense.” Vin regularly put his athletes through their paces barefoot on the grass of the university’s practice golf course. Other coaches agree, and point to the foot/ankle strength and resistance to injury seen in African and Caribbean runners who have grown up playing and running barefoot much of the time. 

So, the research and development team at Nike set out to make a shoe that acted like it wasn’t there; one that trained and worked the foot as nature intended. What’s the point, you may ask? Why not just train in your bare feet? 

Well, that’s fine if you have a finely groomed golf course to run on, but most athletes train in the street, in the gym, on the track, or out on the trails. This still calls for a shoe that not only offers protection from glass and pebbles, but also from the strike of the foot on hard bruising surfaces. 

The first step was to measure exactly what happened to the bare foot when it ran: what the contact areas were between the foot and the ground, how the ankle and toes moved. Once they collected the data, the next step was to create a shoe that could reproduce the natural foot movement. The design team, led by Toby Hatfield and Eric Evar, struggled through innumerable concepts and finally came up with an entirely new kind of shoe. Deep slices in the sole, virtually no ankle support and room for the toes to spread out and move; all head-turning designs. Then it was off to testing again, to make sure the shoe really imitated barefoot running. There was a lot of “back to the drawing board” fine tuning but eventually the Nike Free was created and ready for real-world testing. 

Earlier this year, in Germany at the University of Cologne the results of a season-long research study of university track athletes showed enhanced performance and speed by training in the Nike Free shoes. One key point is that Nike Free is a “training shoe,” and Nike Free and barefoot training are tools to make you stronger. 

1  The author compares sneakers with plush sofas and TV remotes to argue that modern athletic shoes may ______________ . 

A bring harmful comfort 

B support athlete’s feet 

C cushion any blows 

D protect against injuries 

2  How did Nike designers’ react to the experts’ advice? 

A They were enthusiastic. 

B They were confused. 

C They were skeptical. 

D They were set against. 

3  According to Vin Lananna, which of the following explains the need for a shoe that could reproduce the barefoot movement? 

A Training barefoot is just common sense. 

B It was a request by the design team at Nike. 

C The traditional sneaker design was on the way out. 

D Training barefoot improves runners’ stamina. 

4  Why cannot modern athletes just train in bare feet? 

A They don’t see the point. 

B They are used to shoes. 

C They may get injured. 

D They haven’t thought of it. 

5  The word ‘head-turning’ (designs) in the text is closest in meaning to ‘_______’. 

A attractive 

B sophisticated 

C breakthrough 

D incredible 

6  By mentioning “back to the drawing board” fine tuning” the author means that the Nike designers___. 

A used the drawings of the previous models 

B had to start the procedures all over again 

C made a lot of drawings before fine tuning 

D tested their new concept back and forth. 

7  According to the text which of the following is true of the Nike Free model? 

A It needs a finely-groomed track. 

B It lacks real-world testing. 

C It relieves stress from trainings. 

D It boosts training efficiency.

Text 5

Read the text and answer questions 20-30 below by marking letters A, B, C or D.
The Battle of Gettysburg

1.
In June 1863, a Confederate army under the command of General Lee encountered a Union army commanded by General Meade near the town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The ensuing battle, which lasted three days, is considered the most important single engagement of the American Civil War in that it effectually ended the Confederates’ last major invasion of the North. Once the Southern Confederate army’s offensive strategy was destroyed at Gettysburg, the Southern states were forced to fight a defensive war in which their weaker manufacturing capacity and transportation infrastructure led ultimately to defeat.

2.
General Lee had ordered his Confederate army to invade the northern state of Pennsylvania in the hope of enticing the Union army into a vulnerable position. The strategy was also aimed at increasing the war weariness of the North and ultimately at leading Abraham Lincoln’s government into concluding a peace deal and recognizing the independence of the Confederate South.

3.
On the morning of July 1, the battle opened with Confederate troops attacking a Union cavalry division to the west of Gettysburg at McPherson Ridge. The Union forces were outnumbered but managed to hold their positions initially. Reinforcements came to both sides, but eventually the Union forces were overpowered and were driven back to the south of Gettysburg. Thousands of their soldiers were captured in this retreat. During the night the bulk of the Union army arrived and the troops labored to create strong defensive positions along Cemetery Ridge, a long rise of land running southward from outside the town, and on two hills just to the north and east of this crest. When it was fully assembled, the whole Union army formed a defensive arc resembling a fishhook. The Confederate forces, about one mile distant, faced the Union positions from the west and north in a larger concave arc.

4.
Throughout July 2 Lee’s forces attacked both Union flanks, leaving thousands of dead on both sides. To the south the Confederates overran the Union’s advance lines, but they failed to dislodge the Union forces from their main positions. A strategically important hill on the Union army’s left flank known as Little Round Top was stormed by the Confederates, but Meade’s forces fought a skillful defensive battle and the attacks were unsuccessful. There was a devastating number of casualties on both sides.

5.
On the third day of battle, General Lee decided to concentrate his attack on the center of the Union forces ranged along Cemetery Ridge.    _A_    He reasoned, against the advice of others in his senior staff, that since the Union forces had reinforced both their flanks, their central defensive positions would be weaker and easier to overrun.    _B_    As a prelude to the attack, the Confederate artillery bombarded the ridge for two hours, but inflicted less damage than they had expected, due to poor visibility.    _C_    When the bombardment ceased, a Confederate infantry force of about 13,000 men charged courageously across the open land towards the Union lines on Cemetery Ridge about a mile away.    _D_    This attack, now known as Pickett’s Charge after the general whose division led it, failed in its objective to break the Union line.

6.
With the failure of Pickett’s Charge, the battle was essentially over and Lee’s retreat began the following day. His exhausted army staggered toward safer territory in the South, leaving behind a scene of terrible devastation. Both sides had suffered excessive losses of men, but the Union had succeeded in preventing the Confederates from invading the North. So Gettysburg proved to be a decisive turning point in the Civil War and was celebrated as the biggest Union victory of the war.

20.
In paragraph 1, the author suggests that the Confederates lost the Civil War largely because their:
A
leaders were ineffective

B
industrial capacity was weaker

C
soldiers were unprofessional

D
strategy was poorly planned

21.
Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the following sentence? General Lee had ordered the Confederate army to invade the northern state of Pennsylvania in the hope of enticing the Union army into a vulnerable position.
A
General Lee tried to lure his soldiers into invading the North in order to defeat the Union army.

B
The Union army was in danger of an invasion by General Lee’s army due to its location in Pennsylvania.

C
In the hope of luring the Union army into an exposed situation, General Lee’s forces marched into Pennsylvania.

D
The state of Pennsylvania was a suitable location for drawing out the Union army into a dangerous situation.

22.
What can be inferred from paragraph 2 about the North’s attitude about the war?

A
It was angry at the loss of freedoms.

B
It was keen on continuing the war.

C
It was keen on independence.

D
It was tired of waging war.

23.
We can infer from the text that, at Gettysburg, the Union army largely played which kind of strategy?

A
An offensive strategy

B
A strategy of hit and run

C
A defensive strategy

D
A strategy of wait and see

24.
The phrase “this crest” in paragraph 3 refers to

A
the Confederate forces

B
Cemetery Ridge

C
Union army reinforcements

D
the town of Gettysburg

25.
Why does the author say the positions of the Union army resembled a fishhook?

A
To give the reader a mental picture of the troops’ positions

B
To explain the appearance of the sharp pointed hooks used as weapons

C
To suggest that taking a fishhook formation is a good tactic in war

D
To imply that the ridge had a curved shape like that of a fishhook

26.
The word “devastating” in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to

A
important

B
desperate

C
decisive

D
ruinous

27.
All the following are implied in paragraph 5 as contributing to the failure of Pickett’s Charge EXCEPT

A
General Lee’s refusal to listen to his generals’ opinion

B
the Confederate artillery’s failure to cause much damage

C
the Union’s center being stronger than anticipated

D
the Confederate infantry not performing at full strength

28.      Look at the four gaps A, B, C and D in paragraph 5 that indicate where the following        sentence could be added to the paragraph to fit it best: 

They were subjected to heavy artillery and rifle fire and sustained a huge number of casualties.

29.
According to the text the battle of Gettysburg ended with

A
Lee signing a document of surrender

B
the Southern territories becoming much safer

C
Lee’s army devastating the countryside in their retreat

D
a high death toll for both the Union and the Confederates

30.
According to the text why was the battle of Gettysburg so decisive?

A
The Confederates lost so many troops.

B
It created war weariness on both sides.

C
The Confederates failed to capture Northern territory.

D
The Union troops gained confidence.

Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students

Directions:

In this Test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or from two letters (T, F) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter of your choice on the Answer Sheet.

Glossary:   rupture: to break or to burst

Questions 1 through 10 (on your answer sheet put ‘T’ if the statement is true, ‘F’ if it is false).

1. Harry Houdini was a master of transformation.

2. Houdini sat for a portrait.

3. The sketch was done by a professional painter from the academy.

4. Houdini expected the following blow from one of his visitors.

5. Joselyn Gordon came to Houdini to check whether Harry could stand any punch to the belly.

6. Houdini died on the same day after the fatal punch.

7. Houdini immediately sent for a doctor after the punch.

8. Houdini felt feverish and weak during his performance.

9. He died in 1926 and was buried in the family plot in LA.

10. It was not discovered that he had suffered a ruptured appendix.

Questions 11 through 20 (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D).
11. This passage deals mainly with:

A. the quality of medicine in the 1920s.

B. Houdini’s final days.

C.  the death of a famous magician.

D. student’s carelessness.
12. The McGill University student visited Houdini a second time because he:

A. wanted an autograph.

B. wanted to bring a friend.

C. wanted to make a sketch.
D. had been invited.
13. Harry Houdini died of:

A. a complication from a broken ankle.

B. a ruptured appendix.

C. peritonitis, an inflammation of the intestine.

D. a breakdown during a performance.

14. Houdini died in:

A. 5 days after the punch.

B. 7 days after the punch.

C. 9 days after the punch.

D. 11 days after the punch.

15. After he broke down on the stage he:

A. was immediately hospitalized.

B. was given a medical examination.

C. refused from being examined.

D. left the stage.

16. Houdini:

A. did not notice any immediate problem after the incident.

B. started to tell the boys that the success lied in his well-trained abdominal muscles.

C. did not want to continue the conversation with boys after the punch.

D. felt feverish that evening.

17. When Houdini found out about his illness he:

A. refused to take  part in the show for about a week.

B. decided to spend the following days resting.

C. asked the helper to find that boxer to talk to him.

D. fought the inevitable for about a week.

18. The dangerous thing about the punch was:

A. its great force.

B. its unexpectedness.

C. the fact that the boxer struck his belly.

D. the fact that Houdini could never withstand the punch to the belly.

19. At that time peritonitis was always fatal because:

A. there were no drugs to cure it.

B. it was hard to diagnose it.

C. it usually broke out suddenly.

D. there were no specialists to diagnose it.

20. Houdini:

A. prepared himself for a punch.

B. was not expecting his guest to strike him.

C. was glad to help the amateur boxer to check the information he had heard.

D. received one blow.

Tape Script

His Final Escape

Many accounts have circulated concerning the death of this renowned magician and escape artist. The true story is an interesting but tragic one.
Houdini suffered an ankle injury in October of 1926. On the twenty - second day of that fateful month, he was relaxing in his dressing room at the Princess Theatre in Montreal, the injured foot stretched out before him, when he was visited by a young student from McGill University. The student had previously done a sketch of Houdini, and, having been invited to meet him again, decided to bring two of his friends along. One of them, an amateur boxer named Joselyn Gordon Whitehead, asked Houdini whether he could truly withstand any punch to the belly without flinching, as he had once asserted. Houdini apparently nodded somewhat absent-mindedly, not expecting what followed. Whitehead leaned down and struck him in the abdomen with great force. It is uncertain how many blows were delivered. Houdini gasped and explained that it was necessary to tighten the abdominal muscles before being struck.
Houdini did not notice any immediate problem after this incident, but during his performance on the following Saturday he felt feverish and weak. He broke down on stage the next Monday, and was immediately given a medical examination. It was discovered that he had suffered a ruptured appendix. Worse, peritonitis, an inflammation of the intestine, had set in. At that time the disease was always fatal, since drugs to combat it had not yet been developed. Although he fought the inevitable, in typical Houdini fashion, for about a week, he finally died on October 31, 1926. He was buried in the family plot in a cemetery in Queens, New York.
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Answer Key to Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students
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